
 

 

 

 

Monday, March 1, 2010 
 

 Environmental Community 

Budget Hot List fo r  t h e  STATE HOUSE &  SENATE 
 
We want to work with you during the final budget discussions to direct scarce resources to top priorities. This is the most 
comprehensive and up-to-date analysis of the environmental budget priority and our request for what should be in the final budget in 
order to meet the baseline level of funding necessary to protect core environmental programs and maintain healthy communities. 
  
The Senate budget restores many of the environmental priority items but offsets them with reductions in other programs. The Senate’s 
general fund reductions for natural resource programs are $11 million deeper than in the Governor’s “all cuts” budget.  The Senate 
uses more MTCA and other dedicated fund sources to offset the general fund reductions, which will result in less cleanup of toxic 
sites across the state.  
  
The House budget does not restore the majority of the environmental priority items and the budget for natural resource programs was 
cut by over $4 million more than in the Governor’s “all cuts” budget.  However, the House is commended for not shifting money from 
MTCA to the general fund.  
  
For clarity sake, we’ve divided our comments by budget (Operating, Capital, and Transportation). 
 
Please feel free to contact me at clifford@wcvoters.org or 206-369-2235 if you have any questions.  
 
Respectfully, 
Clifford R. Traisman, State Lobbyist, Washington Conservation Voters & Washington Environmental Council 

 

SUPPLEMENTAL OPERATING BUDGET 
 
HOUSE:  PROS  
 
We strongly support the following components of the House Supplemental Operating Budget proposal: 
 

- Maintaining the $81 million of critical Model Toxics Control Funds.  
 

- Assumption of revenue from Water application fees (HB 2591) and increase of Hydraulic Project Approval (HPA) fees (HB 
3037) to reduce these programs’ reliance on general fund dollars.  
 

HOUSE:  CONS 
 
We oppose the following components of the House Supplemental Operating Budget proposal: 
 

- Lack of funding for core environmental protections identified as top priorities for restoration by the Environmental Priorities 
Coalition’s 2010 budget priority (see below list of core environmental programs). 
 

- The budget for the natural resource agencies is $4 million lower than the Governor’s all cuts budget.  Basic environmental 
programs are only 1% of the budget but are critical to our quality of life here in Washington. These additional cuts to the 
programs that provide clean water, clean air and protect wildlife should be restored.  

 

- Reduction of $625,000 to the Growth Management Division in Department of Commerce. These funds are the foundation for 
an agreement on the GMA delay bill (SB 6611) and without this base level of support the environmental community will not 
support SB 6611. 

 
- Inclusion of $56,000 funding the Spirit Lake fishery which is opposed by state and federal agencies protecting the Mt St 

Helens Monument. 
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SENATE: PROS  

 
We support the following components of the Senate Supplemental Operating Budget proposal: 
 

- Inclusion of several of the core environmental protection programs identified as top priorities for restoration by the 
Environmental Priorities Coalition (listed below). 
 

- Assumption of revenue from Water application fees (SB 6267) and increase of Hydraulic Project Approval (HPA) fees (SB 
6448) to reduce these programs’ reliance on general fund dollars.  We urge you to enact these bills into law. 
 

- Ending a tax break for TransAlta’s Centralia coal plant. 
 

SENATE: CONS 
 
We oppose the following components of the Senate Supplemental Operating Budget proposal: 
 

- The general fund support for natural resource agencies is $11 million lower than the Governor’s “all cuts” budget and shifts 
several program to MTCA and other dedicated funds.  The dedicated funds have already by obligated to other uses such as 
cleanup of toxic sites across the state. 
 

- The transfer of $96 million from the Model Toxics Control Account to the General Fund, $15 million more than was taken 
out in the Governor’s budget.  

 
- The $10.5 million cut to State Parks, Dept. of Fish and Wildlife, and Dept. of Natural Resources to compensate for not 

consolidating the three agencies into the Dept of Natural Resources. 
 

- Reduction of $1,000,000 to the Growth Management Division in Department of Commerce. These funds are the foundation 
for an agreement on the GMA delay bill (SB 6611) and without this base level of support the environmental community will 
not support SB 6611. 
 

- We urge you to include $150 million from the Clean Water Act of 2010 (SB 6851) in the Senate revenue proposal. This Act 
is assumed in the House Capital and Transportation budgets 
 

- Rollback of renewable tax credits. The clean energy tax credit is a key tool in developing the renewable energy sector in our 
state. 

 

LIST OF CORE ENVIRONMENTAL PROGRAMS 
The following core environmental program reductions were made in the House or Senate budgets.  We urge these cuts to be restored: 
                       
      Senate       House 
Hazardous Waste Cleanup, DOE     FUNDED  CUT:    $500,000   
Solid Waste Cleanup, DOE   FUNDED  CUT:    $273,000  
Toxic Cleanup, DOE    FUNDED         CUT:    $3,501,000  
Air Quality Activities, DOE   FUNDED  CUT:    $300,000  
Water Quality Cleanups, DOE   FUNDED  CUT:    $75,000  
Water Quality Monitoring, DOE   FUNDED  CUT:    $75,000  
Environmental Health Programs, Dept Health   FUNDED  CUT: $200,000  
Shorelands Water Supply DOE   FUNDED  CUT $354,000  
Local Watershed Planning, DOE   FUNDED  CUT $5,309,000  
Water Resources activities, DOE             CUT   $528,000    FUNDED 
Natural Heritage Program, DNR     FUNDED  CUT $75,000  
Wildlife disease monitoring, WDFW  CUT $108,000  CUT $162,000 
Scientific assistance for salmon, WDFW    CUT $670,000  CUT $250,000 
Salmon recovery data coordination, RCO  FUNDED  CUT $78,000 
Biodiversity Council, RCO     FUNDED  CUT $92,000 
Growth Management Division, Commerce  CUT $1,000,000  CUT $625,000 
Remove wind power guidelines, WDFW  CUT $540,000  FUNDED 
Remove wildlife land management, WDFW  CUT 316,000  CUT $264,000 
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SUPPLEMENTAL CAPITAL BUDGET 
 
HOUSE:  PROS 
 
We strongly support the following components of your Supplemental Capital Budget proposal: 
 

- Inclusion of $54 million from Clean Water Act of 2010 (Working for Clean Water), HB 3181.  
- Inclusion of $200 million appropriation for the JOBS Act of 2010 (HB 2561/SB 6547). 

 
 

HOUSE: CONS 
 
We ask that you restore this item as you make your final budget decisions: 
 

- Restore Puget Sound Partnership Action Agenda and the Puget Sound Salmon Recovery Plan implementation funds, Puget 
Sound Partnership: $10,000,000 
 

 
SUPPLEMENTAL TRANSPORTATION BUDGET 
HOUSE:  PROS  
 

- We strongly support the House action to restore and redirect the $14 million back to regional mobility grants. 
 
SENATE: CONS 

 

- We urge the Senate to amend to House funding in budget negotiations and redirect $14 million back to regional mobility 
grants. State Transportation budget dedicates less than 1% of its funding to transit.  The Senate transportation budget takes 
away much of the remaining state funding in the regional mobility grant program for transit at a time when transit agencies 
around the state are facing 20-50% cuts in service due to a drop-off in sales tax revenue.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Contributing Organizations 
American Rivers ▪ Audubon Washington ▪ Cascade Bicycle Club ▪ Climate Solutions ▪ Conservation Northwest ▪ Earth Ministry  
Environment Washington Fuse ▪ Futurewise ▪ Heart of America Northwest ▪ The Lands Council ▪ League of Women Voters of 

Washington ▪ Lutheran Public Policy Office ▪ National Wildlife Federation ▪ Nature Conservancy ▪ NW Energy Coalition ▪ People for 
Puget Sound  Sierra Club Cascade Chapter ▪ Surfrider Foundation ▪ Transportation Choices Coalition ▪ Washington Citizens for 

Resource Conservation Washington Conservation Voters ▪ Washington Environmental Council ▪ WashPIRG ▪ Washington Toxics 
Coalition ▪ Washington Wildlife and Recreation Coalition  

 


