Washington Conservation Voters

Impact Report

Who we elect matters.
We have achieved major victories for our
environment that would not have been possible
without environmental champions in office.
We elected Manka Dhingra to the Washington State Senate.
This crucial win in 2017 shifted the Senate and several key legislative committees
to new leadership. As a result, we were able focus on proactive climate and
environmental protection, instead of stopping rollbacks and wasting time with
climate-denier legislation. We gained legislation that will remove toxics in our
food supply, improve oil spill prevention measures, and make our homes and
businesses more energy efficient. Dhingra’s election also helped pass the stalled
Voting Rights Act, which will ultimately increase representation of minority
communities in elected bodies.

We defended the pro-environment majority in Whatcom
County.
In 2013, WCV helped to win four seats on the Whatcom County Council, gaining
an environmental majority in a defining, nationally recognized election that
challenged the coal industry head-on. In 2017, four out of seven County Council
seats were up for election and three pro-environment incumbents ran with the
fourth seat an open race. In order to protect Cherry Point from future fossil fuel
proposals, WCV helped to defend the pro-environmental majority, winning
three of the four seats. Whatcom County Council has established a moratorium
banning fossil fuel exports as they work toward a permanent solution to protect
the safety and health of the community.

We elected Don Orange to the Port of Vancouver.
When the nation’s largest oil-by-rail terminal was proposed for Vancouver, WA,
we stood with the community in opposition and helped elect Don Orange by a
landslide – winning by nearly 30% more votes than his opponent, despite the oil
industry spending over $500,000 to defeat him. Clark County residents said they
don’t want Vancouver to become another polluted oil town and voted Orange
into office with a mandate to end the terminal’s lease. In early 2018, the Port
Commissioners declined to renew the lease to Tesoro Savage, the state’s Energy
Council gave a unanimous recommendation against the proposal, and Governor
Inslee gave the ultimate rejection to the project.

We mobilized voters using data-driven approaches.
When we reach the right voters, we win races. We help lead the Our Votes
Count coalition, a data-driven effort to reach and engage infrequent voters at the
door who consistently support environmental candidates and causes, but don’t
consistently vote. These voters totaled 10.02% of the total voters in the Manka
Dhingra race and helped her win this election. All told, in 2017, WCV’s field team
knocked on 63,000 doors, made 37,000 phone calls to voters, and sent 50,000
texts through peer-to-peer texting encouraging people to support environmental
champions.

We keep score.
Our Legislative Scorecard tells voters how their elected officials are doing when it
comes to the environment – both good and bad. We know that elections have real
consequences, and the WCV 2017-2018 scorecard captures the stark difference
in Senate leadership over the last two years. Despite the powerful influence of
polluters, top environmental priorities garnered bipartisan support. Regardless
of party affiliation, a majority of Washingtonians support progress on the
environment. We have more work to do to ensure our leaders are
committed to clean air and clean water for all.

2017 FINANCIALS
INCOME
31.2%
55.0%

13.7%
0.1%

Individual Giving

$862,265

Grants

$489,500

Events

$214,115

Other Revenue
Total Income

13.9%
4.1%

$1,567,363

EXPENSES
Program

82.0%

$1,483

$1,359,200

Fundraising
Administrative
Total Expenses

$230,872
$67,700
$1,657,772

NET
Net Assets Beginning

$326,503

Net Assets Ending

$371,094

Net Increase in Assets

These are consolidated financial statements for Washington
Conservation Voters, a 501(c)4 non-profit, and the WCV Action Fund.
Financial information is drawn from audited statements for both by
the accounting firm of Dave Bembridge, CPA PS.
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